
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 10th May 2004, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr C Osborne (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   P Blaine






   "   D Gale






   "   A Goss






   "   J Gurney






   "   M McMurdo






   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman






   "   P Wheatley

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Downing, Frood and Mrs Gautier-Groom.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (1/04)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Scott
Planning Application

04/00692/FULL
Applicant is a personal

friend.

Cllr Pettitt
Planning Applications

04/00773/FULL
Member holds a Co-operative







04/00787/ADV
Bank Account.

3.  TOWN MAYOR OF SANDY (2/04)

Having been re-elected at Council Meeting on Monday, 19th April 2004 as Town Mayor for the ensuing Municipal Year, Cllr Colin Osborne publicly took and signed the required Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Town Mayor.

4.  DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR OF SANDY (3/04)

Having been re-elected at Council Meeting on Monday, 19th April 2004 as Deputy Town Mayor for the ensuing Municipal Year, Cllr David Hector Gale publicly took and signed the required Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Deputy Town Mayor.

5.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (4/04)

An elector enquired if there was anything that Sandy Town Council could do to assist with increasing problems of parking on footpaths and grass verges in particular in the Glebe Road area.

5.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (CONTD)

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to Bedfordshire Police, Bedfordshire County Council and Mid Bedfordshire District Council to enquire if there is anything that these authorities can do to assist with this increasing problem throughout the town and that the responses be considered at the next meeting of the Council when representatives of the Police should be present.

6.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (5/04)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (6/04)

21.4.04
With the Mayoress, met with the Rector to finalise arrangements for the Civic 

Service.

23.4.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the St George's Day Ball at Shuttleworth.

Other Councillors also attended.

25.4.04
Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Ampthill's Civic Service.

27.4.04
Visited the Saxon Cub Pack to present the Mayor's Award for "Services to



the Community" to Leaders Maureen Fairweather and Pauline Brookman.

5.5.04

Supported by the Mayoress, attended a Charity Surprise Chinese Meal for the

retiring Mayor of Houghton Regis.

7.5.04

Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Leighton/Linslade's End of Year 

Reception.

9.5.04

With the Mayoress, hosted the Civic Service.

DEPUTY MAYOR

28.4.04
Attended the launch of Sandy Enhancement Group's "Sandy in Bloom 2004".

30.4.04
Attended with the Deputy Mayoress, the official opening of the ITC Suite at St 

Swithun's School.

7.5.04

Accompanied by the Deputy Mayoress attended The Mayor of Godmanchester's 

Charity Ball.

9.5.04

Together with the Deputy Mayoress attended the Civic Service.

The Mayor commented that at the Reception at Leighton/Linslade on 7th May 2004, he had also been accompanied by Cllr and Mrs Frood.  The Mayor then read extracts of a letter received from Cllr Gilchrist, the retiring Town Mayor of Houghton Regis, saying how much he had enjoyed his term of office and in particular visiting Sandy.

The Mayor thanked the Council staff and all those who had helped to make the Civic Service yesterday such a success.

8.  FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE (7/04)
RESOLVED:

(a)  That Cllr Peter Anthony Blaine be elected Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee for the ensuing year.

(b)  That Cllr John Alister Gurney be elected Vice Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee for the ensuing year.

9.  PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE (8/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That Cllr Anthony Roland Goss be elected Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee for the ensuing year.

(b)  That Cllr Peter Nigel Aldis be elected Vice Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee for the ensuing year.

10.  STAFFING COMMITTEE (9/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllr David Hector Gale (as Deputy Mayor), Cllrs John Alister Gurney, Michael Peter Scott, Richard John Frood and Anthony Ronald Goss.

(b)  That Cllr Michael Peter Scott be elected Chairman of the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year.

(c)  That Cllr David Hector Gale be elected Vice Chairman of the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year.

11.  AUDIT COMMITTEE (10/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Audit Committee for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllr Colin Osborne (as Mayor), Cllr David Hector Gale (as Deputy Mayor), Cllr Peter Anthony Blaine (as Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee) and Cllrs Maxwell John McMurdo and Richard Henry Downing.

(b)  That Cllr Colin Osborne be elected Chairman of the Audit Committee for the ensuing year.

(c)  That Cllr Maxwell John McMurdo be elected Vice Chairman of the Audit Committee for the ensuing year.

12.  SANDY MARKET - MANAGEMENT GROUP (11/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Sandy Market Management Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs Michael Peter Scott, Anthony Ronald Goss, Mrs Iris Joan Gautier-Groom and Paul William Wheatley, with one vacancy to be filled after the current Casual Vacancy has been resolved.

(b)  That the Chairman of the Sandy Market Management Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Michael Peter Scott.

(c)  That the Vice Chairman of the Sandy Market Management Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Anthony Ronald Goss.

13.  VILLAGE HALL/PAVILION WORKING GROUP (12/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs Peter Anthony Blaine, David Hector Gale, David William John Sharman, Peter Nigel Aldis, Maxwell John McMurdo and Mrs Iris Joan Gautier-Groom.

(b)  That the Chairman of the Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr David Hector Gale.

(c)  That the Vice Chairman of the Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Peter Anthony Blaine.

14.  THE RIDDY - LOCAL NATURE RESERVE - MANAGEMENT GROUP (13/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Riddy Local Nature Reserve Management Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs John Alister Gurney, David William John Sharman, Martin John Pettitt and Michael Peter Scott with Cllr Richard Henry Downing as the appointed substitute if any member should be unable to be present.

(b)  That the Chairman of the Riddy Local Nature Reserve Management Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Michael Peter Scott.

15.  THE PINNACLE MANAGEMENT GROUP (14/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Pinnacle Management Group for the ensuing year shall consist of Cllrs John Alister Gurney, David William John Sharman, Martin John Pettitt and Michael Peter Scott with Cllr Richard Henry Downing as the appointed substitute if any member should be unable to be present.

(b)  That the Chairman of the Riddy Management Group for the ensuing year shall be Cllr Michael Peter Scott.

16.  SANDY BULLETIN – EDITOR (15/04)

RESOLVED:

That Cllr Peter Nigel Aldis be appointed Editor for the Year 2005 Edition of the Sandy Bulletin (Annual Report) due to be published March 2005.

17.  SANDY ENHANCEMENT GROUP (16/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That Cllrs Paul William Wheatley, Richard Henry Downing and Peter Nigel Aldis be appointed as representatives of Sandy Town Council on the Sandy Enhancement Group for the ensuing year.

(b)  That Cllrs Maxwell John McMurdo and David William John Sharman be appointed as substitute representatives of the Town Council on the Sandy Enhancement Group for the ensuing year.

18.  POLICIES WORKING GROUP (17/04)

RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Policies Working Group for the ensuing year should consist of Cllrs Peter Nigel Aldis, Peter Anthony Blaine, with one vacancy to be filled after the current Casual Vacancy on the Town Council has been resolved.

(b)  That Cllr Peter Nigel Aldis be appointed Chairman of the Policies Working Group.

19.  ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES (18/04)

RESOLVED:

That Members of Sandy Town Council be elected/appointed as Representatives of the Town Council on outside bodies as per APPENDIX 'A' ATTACHED TO THESE MINUTES.
20.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (19/04)

(a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday, 19th April 2004.

RESOLVED:

(1)  That the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute No (108/03), which had been previously circulated, be approved and adopted.

(2)  That Exempt Minute, Minute No (108/03) should remain as an Exempt Matter.

MATTERS ARISING:  SEE ITEM 21

20.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (CONTD) 

(b)  Special Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday, 26th April 2004

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
There were none

MATTERS ARISING:
There were none.

21.  MATTERS ARISING (20/04)

(a)  The Riddy Local Nature Reserve – Approval of Byelaws (8.12.03) (69/03)

Awaiting signature by the Secretary of State.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

(b)  Action Point Service – Re-organisation (1.03.04) (100/03)

Further letter sent to Chief Executive of Bedfordshire County Council 27.4.04.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

(c)  Action for Market Towns Convention – Romsey, Kent on 23rd to 25th September 2004

No member indicated an ability to attend this Convention.

RESOLVED:  That no further action be taken in respect of this matter.

NB Cllr Blaine subsequently indicated that he was now able to attend and would like to take the opportunity.  A booking was made on his behalf.

(d)  Casual Vacancy on Sandy Town Council (19.04.04)

The Clerk reported that to date no requests for an election had been received by the District Council but that the final closing date was not until 17th May 2004.

The Clerk outlined for the benefit of members the arrangements which had always been implemented by Sandy Town Council in respect of the co-option process.

RESOLVED:  That should no election be requested the Council's normal previously approved co-option process be implemented for filling this vacancy and that subject to sufficient time to place the Public Notice being available, the co-option be made at the meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday, 21st June 2004.

22.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (21/04)

Cllr Blaine reported on a recent meeting of the Multi Agency Group held at Sandy Upper School.  

22.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (21/04)

It was hoped that the proposed Town Manager/Project Officer would take an active role in this Group when such appointment has been made.

The Report was noted.

23.  CLERK’S REPORT (22/04)

(1)  Accounts 01.04.03 to 29.02.04

and 01.03.04 to 31.03.04

RESOLVED:  That the lists of Receipts and Payments for February 2004 and March 2004, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

(2)  Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 31.03.04

RESOLVED:  That the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for Quarter Ended 31st March 2004, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

24.  ANNUAL TOWN MEETING (23/04)

The draft Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Monday, 26th April 2004, which had been previously circulated, were received and considered.

The Minutes were approved.

The questions posed to the meeting by the Sandy Historical Research Group and the Sandy Chamber of Trade were again considered.

After debate it was:

RESOLVED:  That as agreed in the Minutes the question regarding Magnolia House should be considered in detail by a Committee of the Council and that regarding the Town Centre Enhancement Scheme referred back to the Town Centre Partnership.  There were no other Matters Arising from the Minutes.
25.  TOWN CENTRE PARTNERSHIP – FUNDING DIFFICULTIES (24/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Partnership held on Thursday, 8th April 2004 and which had been previously circulated, were received and considered.

Cllr Blaine as Chairman of the Partnership said that some additional funding had now been found and that Babtie's costs would be covered.  However, there was still the suggested shortfall of approximately £15,000.00.

Cllr McMurdo spoke at length regarding his fears in respect of this scheme and in particular that what was now proposed in no way resembled that illustrated at the last public consultation.  He feared that if the now proposed scheme went ahead, there would be considerable public outcry.

25.  TOWN CENTRE PARTNERSHIP – FUNDING DIFFICULTIES (CONTD)

He personally would favour abandonment of the project if it could not go ahead as per the public consultation proposals.

Cllr Blaine answered a number of other points made.

After a full debate it was:

RESOLVED:  That the officers of M.B.D.C. involved in this project be invited to attend an urgent future meeting of either the Town Council or a Committee and at which they could 

explain the final scheme that was now being suggested and detail the changes proposed to the scheme against that which was displayed in the public consultation.

The Town Council would then be in a position to consider its further involvement and/or support of the project, including any financial contribution to be made.
26.  QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS – PROPOSED QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER (25/04)

A report prepared by the Chairman of the Bulletin Working Group and which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Cllr Aldis spoke to his report and answered questions from members.

The Clerk explained further the position in respect of Test 4 of the Quality Council Status Application and the way that this appeared to be being interpreted by the Assessors.

After a full debate it was:

RESOLVED:

(a)  That a Newsletter should be published 4 times per year in A3 folded, full colour format.

(b)  That the previously named "Bulletin" should now be known as the "Annual Report".

(c)  That the Mission Statement or strapline for the new quarterly publication shall be S.T.C. – Serving The Community.

(d)  The title of the new publication shall be "Sandy News".

(e)  That the content of each edition may be as agreed by the Bulletin Working Group but subject to the final approval of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor prior to publication.

(f)  That distribution should be to every household in the core area of Sandy through either the members of the Air Training Corps, the Army Cadets or the Biggleswade and Sandy Comet or Advertiser.  Further copies should be available at the public outlets within the Town such as Library, Churches, Doctors' Surgeries, Town Council Offices, etc.

(g)  That the Budget included in the 2004/2005 Annual Estimates (£1,400.00) be increased to £3,200.00 with the additional £1,800.00 being received from the intended grant to H.20 (£2,000.00) and which was no longer required.

26.  QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS – PROPOSED QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER (CONTD)

(Members were reminded that this grant was to be met from the interests received on the Capital Account).

(h)  That the Editor be authorised to continue to seek sponsorship from major local industry.

(i)  That the name of "Bulletin Working Group" now be changed to "Communications Working Group" and that this Group be elected/appointed at each future Annual Meeting of the Council, as with other similar Groups.

Cllr Aldis thanked the other members of the Working Group for all their help with this matter and in preparing the Report.
27.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (26/04)

There were none.

28.  PRESS RELEASE (27/04)

RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued regarding the Town Council's concerns about the increasing problems of parking of motor vehicles on grass verges and footways.

APPENDIX "A"

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 10.5.04 

LIST OF APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AS AT 10.5.04

1.  
SCHOOL GOVERNORS


(a)  St. Swithuns Lower School




1 Representative


Cllr D H Gale (appointment for 4 year term to May 2007 or until Town Council


membership ceases).


(b)  Robert Peel Lower School




1 Representative


Cllr Mrs I J Gautier-Groom (appointment to May 2007 or until Town Council 

Membership ceases).


(c)  Laburnum Lower School





1 Representative


Cllr Mrs I J Gautier-Groom (appointment until May 2007 or until Town Council

membership ceases).


(d)  Maple Tree Lower School




1 Representative


Cllr P N Aldis (appointment until May 2007 or until Town Council membership ceases).  

2.
JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE



2 Representatives


Cllr M J Pettitt


Cllr D H Gale


Substitutes:  Cllr A R Goss and Cllr M P Scott

3.
SANDY YOUTH CLUB MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

1 Representative


Cllr R H Downing

4.
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


1 Representative


Cllr P A Blaine

5.
SANDY CHARITIES (incorporating Leeds Smith Trust)

1 Representative


Cllr J A Gurney (To May 2007 or he ceases to be a member of the Town Council)

6.
SANDY TWINNING ASSOCIATION



1 Representative


Cllr M J Pettitt


Substitute:  Cllr R J Frood

LIST OF APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES (CONTD)

7.
COMMUNITY WARNALARM SYSTEM



2 Representatives


Cllr R H Downing


Cllr P A Blaine

8.
SAND CAST (IVEL VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE) PROJECT
2 Representatives


Cllr D J Sharman


Cllr J A Gurney

9.
IVEL VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE PROJECT


1 Representative


Cllr P W Wheatley 

10.
SANDY SPORTS AND LEISURE ASSOCIATION

1 Representative


Cllr D H Gale

11.
BEDFORDSHIRE TOWN COUNCILS GROUP


3 Representatives


Cllr C Osborne (As Mayor)


Cllr D H Gale (As Deputy Mayor)


Cllr P A Blaine


Substitutes:  Cllrs M P Scott and R J Frood

12.
BIGGLESWADE AND DISTRICT CRIME PREVENTION PANEL











1 Representative


Cllr A R Goss


Substitute:  Cllr Mrs I  Gautier-Groom

13.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP


3 Representatives


Cllr M P Scott


Cllr R J Frood

With one vacancy to be filled after the current Casual Vacancy on the Town Council has been resolved

14.
MID BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE












1 Representative


Cllr R H Downing

15.
A1 CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
(Official Representatives)
2 Representatives


Cllr J A Gurney


Cllr M J McMurdo

16.
TOWN CENTRE PARTNERSHIP




3 Representatives


Cllr J A Gurney


Cllr D H Gale


Cllr P A Blaine

LIST OF APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES (CONT)

17.
SANDY SQUADRON AIR TRAINING CORPS - PARENTS AND FRIENDS SUPPORT COMMITTEE


Cllr R Downing

18.
S.A.N.D.Y. LTD (TOWN MANAGER/PROJECT OFFICER)
3 Directors


Cllr C Osborne


Cllr D H Gale


Cllr P N Aldis

19.
POSTWATCH






1 Representative


Cllr R H Downing

20.
SANDY COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUM


2 members


Cllr C Osborne


Cllr M J Pettitt
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